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The following is a list of some of my favorite trees that are considered “small” over 
time, that is, they won’t exceed 25’ in height or width over 20 years.  
	  
Botanical	  Name	   Common	  Name	  
	   	  
Acer	  griseum	   Paperbark	  Maple:	  	  Small	  maple	  with	  beautiful	  peeling	  

bark,	  bright	  red	  fall	  color	  
Acer	  palmatum	  ‘Fireglow’	   Fireglow	  Japanese	  Maple:	  	  One	  of	  the	  best	  of	  the	  upright,	  

red-‐leaved	  Japanese	  maples.	  Stays	  smaller	  over	  time	  than	  
most,	  leaves	  hold	  their	  red	  color	  all	  summer.	  

Acer	  triflorum	   Roughbark	  Maple:	  	  An	  attractive,	  durable	  tree	  for	  small	  
gardens.	  Orangey	  fall	  color.	  

Cornus	  ‘Eddie’s	  White	  Wonder’	   Eddie’s	  White	  Wonder	  Hybrid	  Dogwood:	  A	  cross	  between	  
our	  native	  Western	  Dogwood	  and	  the	  Eastern	  dogwood.	  
Has	  disease	  resistance.	  Lax	  branches,	  large	  white	  flowers.	  

Cornus	  kousa	   Korean	  Dogwood:	  A	  small	  dogwood	  tree	  with	  resistance	  
to	  anthracnose,	  which	  can	  harm	  the	  Eastern	  dogwoods.	  
Good	  varieties:	  	  white	  flowers:	  ‘Milky	  Way’;	  pink	  flowers:	  
‘Satomi’	  

Magnolia	  ‘Galaxy’	   Galaxy	  Hybrid	  Magnolia:	  large,	  purplish	  flowers	  in	  spring	  

Magnolia	  ‘Elizabeth’	   Elizabeth	  Magnolia:	  buttery	  yellow	  flowers	  in	  spring	  

Parrotia	  persica	  ‘Vanessa’	   Vanessa	  Persian	  Ironwood:	  A	  narrow	  form	  of	  the	  
Ironwood,	  it	  has	  a	  nice	  branch	  structure	  and	  pretty	  gold	  
and	  orange	  fall	  color.	  

Stewartia	  pseudocamellia	   Japanese	  Stewartia:	  A	  beautiful	  small	  tree	  with	  camellia-‐
like	  white	  blossoms	  in	  mid-‐summer.	  Best	  with	  some	  light	  
shade,	  especially	  in	  afternoon.	  

Styrax	  japonica	  ‘Snowcone’	   Snowcone	  Japanese	  Snowbell:	  A	  superior	  form	  of	  
snowbell	  with	  an	  upright	  branching	  structure.	  Loaded	  with	  
small,	  fragrant	  white	  bell-‐like	  flowers	  in	  the	  spring.	  

	   	  
	  
For more information about these trees, or to see a list of other small trees, please visit 
the website Great Plant Picks www.greatplantpicks.com. They specifically feature 
plants that perform well in the Pacific Northwest. 
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